
Understanding Corporate Identification Number (CIN): A Comprehensive Guide 

The Corporate Identification Number (CIN) is a vital identifier for companies registered in 

India, issued by the Registrar of Companies (ROC) under the Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

(MCA). This 21-digit alphanumeric code is assigned upon incorporation and is mandatory for 

various official documents, audits, and compliance activities. This blog dives into what a CIN is, 

its structure, importance, usage, and penalties for non-compliance, providing a clear guide for 

businesses and stakeholders. 

What is a Corporate Identification Number (CIN)? 

A Corporate Identification Number (CIN) is a unique 21-digit alphanumeric code assigned to 

companies registered in India by the ROC. It serves as a distinct identifier for tracking a 

company’s activities and details from incorporation onward. The CIN applies to various types of 

companies, including: 

● Private Limited Companies (PLCs) 

● One Person Companies (OPCs) 

● Government-owned Companies (Central or State) 

● Not-for-Profit Section 8 Companies 

● Nidhi Companies 

Note: Limited Liability Partnerships (LLPs) do not receive a CIN. Instead, they are assigned a 7-

digit LLP Identification Number (LLPIN) by the ROC. 

Example: L01631KA2010PTC096843 

Importance of CIN 

The CIN is crucial for: 

● Tracking Company Details: It enables the MCA and stakeholders to monitor a 

company’s activities, compliance, and records from incorporation. 

● Mandatory Reporting: Companies must include their CIN on all filings with the MCA, 

including audits, annual reports, and e-forms. 

● Transparency: The CIN provides a structured way to access basic information about a 

company, such as its industry, location, and legal status. 

● Unique Identification: It ensures every registered company has a distinct identity, 

facilitating regulatory oversight and business transactions. 

Breaking Down the CIN 

The 21-digit CIN is divided into six sections, each providing specific information about the 

company. Using the example L01631KA2010PTC096843, here’s how it breaks down: 



Section Digits/Characters Description 

Section 

1 

First character (L) Listing Status: ‘L’ for listed companies (on Indian stock 

exchanges), ‘U’ for unlisted companies. 

Section 

2 

Next 5 digits 

(01631) 

Industry Code: Indicates the economic activity or industry 

the company belongs to, as per MCA’s classification. 

Section 

3 

Next 2 letters (KA) State Code: Denotes the state of registration (e.g., KA for 

Karnataka, MH for Maharashtra, DL for Delhi). 

Section 

4 

Next 4 digits (2010) Year of Incorporation: The year the company was 

established. 

Section 

5 

Next 3 letters 

(PTC) 

Company Classification: Specifies the company type 

(e.g., PTC for Private Limited Company, PLC for Public 

Limited Company). 

Section 

6 

Last 6 digits 

(096843) 

ROC Registration Number: Unique number assigned by 

the ROC. 

Common Abbreviations in Section 5 (Company Classification) 

● FLC: Financial Lease Company (Public Limited) 

● FTC: Subsidiary of a Foreign Company (Private Limited) 

● GAP: General Association Public 

● GAT: General Association Private 

● GOI: Companies owned by the Government of India 

● NPL: Not-for-Profit License Company (Section 8) 

● OPC: One Person Company 

● PLC: Public Limited Company 

● PTC: Private Limited Company 

● SGC: Companies owned by State Government 

● ULL: Public Limited Company with Unlimited Liability 

● ULT: Private Company with Unlimited Liability 

Where Must CIN Be Mentioned? 



Companies are required to include their CIN on the following documents and communications: 

● Invoices, bills, and receipts 

● Letterheads and memos 

● Notices and official publications 

● Annual reports and audit documents 

● E-forms submitted on the MCA portal 

● Any other company-related publications 

Including the CIN ensures transparency and compliance with MCA regulations. 

Penalty for Non-Compliance 

Failure to mention the CIN on required documents incurs a penalty of ₹1,000 per day for the 

company and every officer in default, with a maximum penalty of ₹1,00,000. Timely compliance 

is essential to avoid these fines. 

When Can a CIN Change? 

A company’s CIN may change in specific scenarios, such as: 

● Change in Listing Status: Moving from listed (L) to unlisted (U) or vice versa. 

● Change in Registered Office Location: Relocating to a different state, altering the 

state code (e.g., from KA to MH). 

● Change in Industry/Sector: Shifting the company’s primary economic activity, updating 

the industry code. 

Any such change requires approval from the ROC and results in a new CIN being issued. 

Why CIN Matters for Businesses 

The CIN is more than just a number—it’s a gateway to a company’s identity and compliance 

history. It helps stakeholders, investors, and regulators access critical information about a 

company’s operations, legal status, and industry. For businesses, ensuring the CIN is correctly 

displayed on all official documents is a simple yet essential step to maintain compliance and 

avoid penalties. 

Tips for Companies 

● Verify CIN Details: Regularly check your CIN on MCA’s portal to ensure accuracy. 

● Update Documents: Ensure all invoices, letterheads, and filings include the correct 

CIN. 

● Stay Compliant: Monitor changes in listing status, location, or industry to update your 

CIN if needed. 

● Use MCA Portal: Access the MCA website (www.mca.gov.in) to verify your CIN or track 

compliance requirements. 

http://www.mca.gov.in/


Conclusion 

The Corporate Identification Number (CIN) is a cornerstone of corporate identity in India, 

enabling seamless tracking and compliance for registered companies. By understanding its 

structure, usage, and importance, businesses can ensure they meet regulatory requirements 

while maintaining transparency with stakeholders. Whether you’re a business owner, investor, 

or professional, knowing the ins and outs of CIN helps you navigate India’s corporate landscape 

with confidence. 

  

 


